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Dear friends and colleagues, 

It is with great pleasure that I extend to you an invitation to join us for the first Biotweeps 
Twitter Conference, to be held June 28-30, 2017 via the hashtag #BTCon17. 

This first conference takes inspiration from the World Seabird Twitter Conference, a 
successful project now in its third year. I thank the organisers of that conference for 
their support of our own ambitions. I would like to extend my sincere gratitude to the 
other member of the #BTCon17 organising committee, Dr. Katherine 
James @KJames_IntBio for her efforts in making this conference a reality. 

#BTCon17 will provide an excellent forum for you to talk about your latest research, 
practise your science communication skills, and engage with a diverse and interested 
audience. Biotweeps has fostered friendships, networking opportunities, and 
collaborations in the past, and we hope that the conference is no different. 

We hope you will join us for a few days of fascinating science and discussion. 

Best wishes, 

Dr. Anthony Caravaggi (@thonoir) 

  

https://twitter.com/search?f=tweets&q=%23BTCon17&src=typd
http://www.seabirds.net/wstc3.html
http://www.twitter.com/KJames_IntBio
http://www.twitter.com/thonoir
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Biotweeps is a science communication project which features a different biologist 
every week. The account continues to grow in popularity and has achieved notable 
successes in spawning collaborations between curators and followers, media 
outreach, and broad engagement with the Twittersphere. As such, and given the 
success of similar projects (e.g. the World Seabird Twitter Conference), it seems an 
opportune time to bring biologists from all over the globe together for this ambitious 
first conference.3 

The conference is split into three days. The running schedule for the conference can 
be found, below.  Day 1 features 12 invited presenters; day 2 features 40 presenters; 
day 3 features science writers, an opportunity for the audience to promote their 
science via #sciencesentence, and science artists. 

Presenters will not be tweeting directly from the Biotweeps account. Rather, they will 
use the hashtag #BTCon17 which will be used to track all participants, throughout. 
The main @biotweeps Twitter account will be re-tweeting presentations, thanks to the 
work of  @natbat. Attendees can also simply follow the hashtag on Twitter or in a 
relevant program. The conference will then be archived on Storify. Information for 
presenters can be found here: https://biotweep.wordpress.com/btcon17/ 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

• What is a Twitter Conference? 
A Twitter conference is a social media event that occurs from wherever you might be 
currently seated. This event is brings together biologists and interested non-biologists 
from around the world to encourage communication and collaboration in an online 
setting. 

• How do you participate in a Twitter Conference? 
All you need is a Twitter account and handle (e.g. @biotweeps). You can obtain one 
of these very easily at www.twitter.com. After getting a twitter profile, you only need to 
search for the hashtag #BTCon17 and/or follow Biotweeps to see all posts that are 
related to the conference. While it is straightforward to spectate only, without a Twitter 
account, we recommend setting up an account to get the most out of the conference. 

• But what if I don’t know how to use Twitter? 
There are many guides on how to use Twitter online, for example this guide by  the 
British Ornithologists’ Union (BOU): http://www.bou.org.uk/tweeting-better-1/. Also 
check out this video to help you get started with 
Twitter: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J0xbjIE8cPM 

Contact 

Get in touch via Twitter or email. 

Biotweeps: (@biotweeps; biotweeps@gmail.com) 
Dr. Anthony Caravaggi (@thonoir) 
Dr. Katherine James (@KJames IntBio) 

We are extremely grateful to Natalie Downe (@natbat) for her work in programming 
the retweeting of conference-related tweets from the @biotweeps account. 

  

https://twitter.com/search?f=tweets&q=%23sciencesentence&src=typd
https://twitter.com/search?f=tweets&q=%23BTCon17&src=typd
http://www.twitter.com/biotweeps
https://twitter.com/Natbat
https://biotweep.wordpress.com/btcon17presenterinfo/
http://www.twitter.com/biotweeps
http://www.twitter.com/
https://twitter.com/search?f=tweets&q=%23BTCon17&src=typd
http://www.bou.org.uk/tweeting-better-1/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J0xbjIE8cPM
http://www.twitter.com/biotweeps
mailto:biotweeps@gmail.com
http://www.twitter.com/thonoir
http://www.twitter.com/KJames%20IntBio
https://twitter.com/Natbat
http://www.twitter.com/biotweeps
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Schedule 

All times are given in UTC.  

Day 1 (June 28th) 
For abstracts, see https://biotweep.wordpress.com/btcon17/ 

08:00 Biotweeps Admin 

09:00 Sridhar Gutam 

 Indian Council of Agricultural Research 

10:00 TBC 

11:00 Timothée Poisot 

 Université Montréal 

 Who should I eat? The variability of species interactions 

12:00 John R Hutchinson 

 Royal Veterinary College 

 Detailed soft tissue preservation in a Cretaceous bird and what it means for avian evolution 

13:00 Katey Duffey 

 Green Initiative NGO & Duquesne University 

 Connecting the spots between the health of snow leopards and herders 

14:00 Lucy Eland 

 Newcastle University 

15:00 Michelle Rodrigues 

 University of Illinois 

 Female spider monkeys cope with anthropogenic disturbance through fission-fusion dynamics 

16:00 Dani Rabaiotti 

 Zoological Society of London 

 Hot and bothered: Impacts of high temperatures on the behaviour of endotherms 

17:00 Solomon David 

 Michigan State University 

18:00 Sofía Martínez-Villalpando 

 Creator of @thebiologista  

 Biological control and insect mass rearing 

19:00 Kathy Zeller 

 San Diego State University Research Foundation  

 Planning for puma conservation in southern California 

20:00 Lisa Buckley 

 Peace Region Palaeontology Research Centre  

 
Best foot forward: the congruence between tarsometatarsus osteology and track morphology 
in extant shorebirds, and implications for Cretaceous bird track systematics 

 

  

https://biotweep.wordpress.com/btcon17/
http://www.twitter.com/@biotweeps
http://www.twitter.com/@SridharGutam
http://www.twitter.com/@JohnRHutchinson
http://www.twitter.com/@UnciaKate
http://www.twitter.com/MARspidermonkey
http://www.twitter.com/@DaniRabaiotti
http://www.twitter.com/@SolomonRDavid
http://www.twitter.com/@sofiabiologista
http://www.twitter.com/@kzeller
http://www.twitter.com/@Lisavipes
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Day 2 (June 29th) 

For abstracts, see https://biotweep.wordpress.com/btcon17/ 
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06:00 Melissa Marquez 

 The Fins United Initiative 

 Chondrichthyan habitat characteristics and composition in respect to life cycle. 

  

06:15 Wes Wilson 

 

Harry Perkins Institute of Medical Research / Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital / 
University of Western Australia 

 Pediatric Brain Tumour Wars: A New Hope 

  

06:30 Susan Cheyne 

 Borneo Nature Foundation 

 

Biodiversity Research in Indonesia: Marrying Science with Practical 
Conservation 

  

06:45 Emily Burdfield-Steel 

 University of Jyväskylä 

 Red or Dead-honest signalling and automimicry in an aposematic insect 

  

07:00 Viktor Baranov 

 Leibniz Institute of Freshwater Ecology and Inland Fisheries (IGB) 

 Bloodworms are driving lake's respiration up 

  

07:15 Simon Gingins 

 Department of Collective Behaviour, Max Planck Institute, Konstanz 

 

High escape performance in mutualistic cleaner fish despite privileged 
relationship with predators 

  

07:30 Michał Filipiak 

 Institute of Environmental Sciences, Jagiellonian University, Kraków, Poland 

 

Nutrient dynamics in decomposing dead wood in the context of wood eater 
requirements: the ecological stoichiometry of saproxylophagous insects 

  

07:45 Michał Filipiak 

 Institute of Environmental Sciences, Jagiellonian University, Kraków, Poland 

 Plant–insect interactions: the role of ecological stoichiometry 

 

  

https://biotweep.wordpress.com/btcon17/
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09:00 Tom Finch 

 RSPB 

 

Low migratory connectivity is common in long-distance migrant 
birds 

  

09:15 Ellie Devenish-Nelson 

 University of Chester; University of Edinburgh 

 Research effort in Caribbean endemic forest-dependent birds 

  

09:30 Nina O'Hanlon 

 University of the Highlands and Islands 

 

Resource availability and its effect on breeding success of a 
generalist gull species 

  

09:45 Elina Mäntylä 

 Freie Universität Berlin 

 

Visual cues of systemically herbivore-damaged pine branches 
attract insectivorous birds 

  

10:00 Alex Evans 

 University of Leeds 

 The mechanical efficiency of the avian pectoralis during flight 

  

10:15 Ruth Dunn 

 University of Liverpool 

 A Year in the Life of a Seabird 
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11:30 Adam Hayward 

 University of Stirling 

 

Selection- but not genotype-by-environment interactions for fitness-
related traits in a wild mammal 

  

11:45 Emma Dune 

 University of Birmingham 

 Tracking Terrestrial Tetrapod Biodiversity Through Time 

  

12:00 Thomas Clements 

 University of Leicester 

 Turning squishy body bits into rock: how do soft tissue fossils form? 

  

12:15 Steve Dudley 

 BOU 

 

Using social media to promote your research and contribute to your 
published article’s altmetrics 

  

12:30 Catrin Williams 

 Cardiff University 

 Biological effects of microwaves: the good, the bad and the ugly 

  

12:45 Jack Goode 

 University of Leeds 

 Nanoparticle sensors for Identifying Viral or Bacterial Infections 
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14:00 Jeff Doser 

 SUNY Geneseo 

 

Analysis of western New York forest soundscapes across spatial and 
temporal gradients 

  

14:15 David Coyle 

 Southern Regional Extension Forestry, University of Georgia 

 Pine health and tree death: It's complicated 

  

14:30 Robin Hayward 

 University of Stirling 

 

Are neotropical predictors of forest epiphyte–host relationships consistent 
in Indonesia? 

  

14:45 Anthony Brusa 

 Rutgers University 

 Population Structure of the invasive tree Ailanthus altissima 

  

15:00 Surendra K. Dara 

 University of California Cooperative Extension 

 Entomopathogenic fungi antagonizing a phytopathogenic fungus 

  

15:15 Celine Caseys 

 UC Davis 

 Plants vs Botrytis (a fungi pathogen) 
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16:30 Auriel M.V. Fournier 

 Mississippi State University 

 Elusive migration: The migration ecology of rails 

  

16:45 Neil Gilbert 

 University of Alabama 

 Development and shrubland birds: opportunity or catastrophe? 

  

17:00 Kathleen E. Farley 

 @Rutgers_Newark / @NJIT 

 Winging It: American woodcock expand habitat preferences 

  

17:15 Nicole Dykstra 

 Rutgers-Newark and New Jersey Institute of Technology 

 Follow me: Leadership in a domestic ungulate herd 

  

17:30 Luca Pozzi 

 UT San Antonio 

 

The new genus Paragalago suggests convergent dwarfism in the family 
Galagidae 

  

17:45 Danielle Rivet 

 University of Saskatchewan - Department of Biology 

 Movement drivers of polar bears in Wapusk National Park 

  

18:00 Jessica A. Haines 

 University of Alberta 

 Infanticide by male red squirrels 

  

18:15 Alexandra C. Sheldon 

 Primate Behavior and Ecology Program, University of Central Washington 

 Growing up gibbon: Life inside the gibbon family group 
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19:30 John Tulloch 

 University of Liverpool 

 

SSPPOOOONN!!! - Using pet health data to describe ticks in space and 
time. (In Great Britain) 

  

19:45 Brittany N. Lasseigne, PhD 

 HudsonAlpha Institute for Biotechnology 

 

RNA sequencing-based cell proliferation analysis across 19 cancers 
identifies a subset of proliferation-informative cancers with a common 
survival signature 

  

20:00 Subash K. Ray 

 New Jersey Institute of Technology and Rutgers-Newark 

 

Investigating the role of membrane oscillations during decision-making 
in acellular slime mold Physarum polycephalum 

  

20:15 Angela Andrea 

 Universidad Michoacana de San Nicolás de Hidalgo 

 

Are tropical vertebrates living in stressful environments: a quantitative 
review 

  

20:30 Benjamin Martin 

 University of British Columbia 

 

Histone H3K4 and H3K36 methylation independently recruit the NuA3 
histone acetyltransferase in Saccharomyces cerevisiae 

  

20:45 Elvira de Lange 

 University of California Davis 

 

Drone-guided releases of predators for sustainable pest management in 
strawberry 
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Day 3 (June 30th) 

8:00 – 13:00 Science writers 

09:00 Prof. Dale Walters 

 Fortress Plant: How to Survive When Everything Wants to Eat You 

10:00 Matt Simon 

 
The Wasp That Brainwashed the Caterpillar: Evolution's Most Unbelievable 
Solutions to Life's Biggest Problems 

 

13:00 – 15:00 #sciencesentence 

What is  #sciencesentence? It’s a chance for followers of the conference to join the 

conversation. Can you sum up your science in fewer than 140 characters? Give it a go, and 

use the #sciencesentence hashtag. Infographics are allowed, links to videos, journals or 

additional text are not. Let’s get the conversation started! 

 

17:00 – 21:30 Science artists 

17:00 Jen Burgess 

18:00 Beth Windle 

19:00 Hannah B. 

20:00 The Vexed Muddler 

21:00 Matthew 

 

http://www.twitter.com/
http://www.twitter.com/
https://twitter.com/search?f=tweets&q=%23sciencesentence&src=typd
https://twitter.com/search?f=tweets&q=%23sciencesentence&src=typd
http://www.twitter.com/jenburgessart
http://www.twitter.com/WindleBeth
http://www.twitter.com/moietymouse
http://www.twitter.com/vexedmuddler
http://www.twitter.com/MCeeP

